Von Willebrand factor--two sides and the edge of a coin.
Von Willebrand factor (VWF) has multiple functions in coagulation. It is a clotting protein and its deficiency causes a primary haemostatic bleeding disorder. Excess VWF, particularly high molecular weight multimers can cause thrombosis. There is also a debatable function of protecting factor VIII (FVIII) in circulation with the prevention of development of FVIII inhibitors. This commentary addresses these functions.